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Church hopping?

Working Side by Side

Dan and I are presently
visiting different area
churches. Such warm,
friendly receptions!

Dan considers the uniqueness of his
situation — a second-generation
missionary who represents a secondgeneration partnership between the Japan
Lutheran Church (JLC) and the LCMS —
an important aspect of his work in Japan.
His goal in the upcoming months for his
role as a JLC seminary professor? “I
want to get to know the pastors and
congregations really well so that I can
serve them better as a teacher for their
church body.”

Mission secretary, Seito-sensei, introduces Dan at a
pastor’s conference in Tokyo.

Thank you for making this work possible!

Chatting with the pastor’s wife,
Sumiyo Shimizu at Totsuka.

Two Thousand Two Hundred: Not Only a Future Century
No green jello.
But that doesn’t mean it
isn’t a church potluck.
They usually have plenty
of green tea though —
and tasty dishes all!

See the book title? That’s right: Kanji 2200.
Dan’s buckling down to learn these Chinese
characters for his seminary teaching in Japan.
The Japanese written language also uses two
alphabets, hiragana and katakana —the
former for writing ordinary sentences, the
latter mostly for foreign words. He needs to
know them, too. It’s complicated for us
foreigners!

Muzukashīdesu is for “difficult” (kanji + hiragana): 難しいです.

Setting up for the fellowship
meal at Tatenotsuka.

Sumātofon is for “smart phone” (written in katana): スマートフォン

No Dragons But Plenty of Firepower in the Room

Contact …
We would love to hear
from you any time.
Our email addresses are:
daniel.jastram@lcmsintl.org

joan.jastram@lcmsintl.org

Support …
LCMS mission work in
Asia for Daniel Jastram

https://www.lcms.org/
givenow/jastram
or

Send gifts to…
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Mission Advancement
P.O. Box 66861
St. Louis, MO 63166-6861

Dan was fond of
comparing your support
with the crew on the
support boats for the old
deep-sea divers. Guess
what we saw in Hong
Kong? Had to share this
with all our wonderful
supporters.

Left to right: Rev. Dr. Robert Roethemeyer, Dr. Matthew Oseka, Rev. Dr. Daniel Jastram, Rev. Arthur Rickman,
Rev. Dr. Allan Yung, Rev. Dr. Timothy Quill, and Rev. Dr. Stephan Ip [Hong Kong].

It was Dragon Festival Day, but while
most of Hong Kong celebrated, Dan and
other LCMS representatives were hard at
work, lending expertise to our partner
church and seminary in Hong Kong as
they prepare for accreditation. This
included the expertise of the Rev. Dr.
Roethemeyer, librarian extraordinaire for
library resources, especially digital ones.

The Hong Kong Lutheran Church and
seminary were glad for assistance in their
accreditation preparation and especially
grateful for accurate and clear information
on what was available at the Concordia
Theological Seminary library [in Fort
Wayne], how they could gain access to
digital journals and other resources as
well other help in becoming coordinated
with world-wide resources directly.

No Fire-Breathing Dragons Here, Either
Those are clouds in the picture, not smoke or fire
from dragons.

THANK YOU!

Joan Jastram with nephew Rob McFerrin
[Stanley Beach, Hong Kong].

I was squarely in the group of people who were
NOT working on Dragon Festival Day. I headed
to Stanley Beach in the morning to watch my
nephew compete in the Dragon Boat races. Small
complication: I forgot to ask for his team’s name.
With half the population of Hong Kong at the
beach (so it seemed) and dozens upon dozens of
teams, my chances of bumping into him were
slim to none, I figured. So imagine the surprise
for both of us to actually meet up! It was fun to
re-connect with family and actually speak English
to somebody other than my husband. I do miss
hearing English.
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